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Narcissus

Libretto after Golding’s translation of Ovid, with parts by Dryden

No, Echo, no. I scorn your love. I mock you, nymphs and youths:
In vain you pray I too may fail to enjoy whom I desire.

See, an unclouded spring, a pool secluded from the sun!
Here, hot from the chase, I’1l lie and drink the cooling stream.

Whom do I see? Eyes like twin stars, fair Apollo’s hair,
Smooth young cheeks, sweet mouth, pink blush like roses in the snow -
As others have adored me, now I burn, flame, desire.

I kiss, you flee; I plunge my arms, you slip from my embrace;
I move, you move; yet still I gaze, though I cannot attain.

You woods have many a lover seen: has any pined as [?
For it 1s no wide sea, no road, no journey far,
Nor locks, nor walls, but a shallow pool that sunders him from me.

When I kiss the silver lake, you raise your lips to me;

When [ stretch my arms to you, you reach out in return;
When I smile, you’re smiling too; when I lament, you weep;
When I speak love, your lips shape fond replies I cannot hear.
Yes, [ am he. My image does not lie. I adore myself.

It is I who blaze, and I who am scorched with impotent desire.

My mad tears fall. My love’s defaced by circles on the pool.
Wrinkled, deformed, your image blurs. Stay, love, where do you fly?
I tear my clothes, I beat my naked chest, with fists | rage;

As unripe grapes with purple stained, my flesh is streaked with blood.
The glowing beauties of my breast made liquid now I crave;
Redoubled passion saps my force, I’'m spent with wild desire.

O that my visionary youth might live, though death my sorrow ends!
But now we two together die, united in one breath.

Once more I cry and beat my breast: Echo returns the sound.

Alas, beloved boy, farewell. “Farewell,” she replies.

I lay my head on earth. Come, death, and doze my gazing eyes,

To marvel on the image of my shade in Hades’ stream;

And when the nymphs and youths lament, no body may they find,

But a yellow flower with milk-white leaves new sprung upon the ground.
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